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Keeping pests away

JOEL CEAUSU

There’s nothing like a garden party: the sun is
hining, the food's divine, guests are laughing
nd kids are playing. A picture-perfect day, until
omeone swats the air.

An occasional swipe becomes a gyrating

renzy and the party moves indoors: Bees and
sasps can put a damper on backyard parties and
nake your summer intolerable. ?

“We get a lot of early calls for hives that sur-
ived the winter,” said Frank Pulcini of Central
xtermination. “If you see a few bugs, it’s not a
oncern. But if you note a lot of activity; there is
hive that survived and must be dealt with.”

Bees and wasps will stay as long as it is com-
»rtable, Pulcini said. “That means keeping food
surces and vegetation as far away from your
ome as possible. Keep flowers 30 feet away from
our building.”

There are commercial and homemade traps
» reduce populations of bees and wasps. Sprays
an be effective outdoors for suspended nests,

but not for covered nests because dug-in hives
will dig in deeper when attacked, he said. “Pow-
der at entrances is better because they bring it
into the hive with them.”

Wasp nests — grey sacks made of paper-like
material — hanging from trees or structures
should be removed. If a nest is there in early
spring and a nudge goes unanswered, it probably
can be removed easily. But “if you suspect part of
it is recessed in a building or tree where it’s
warm, call a professional,” Pulcini said.

While a swat or a simple visit from an exter-
minator can deal with flying pests, bigger nui-
sances like skunks and raccoons can turn your
summer field of dreams into a nightmare.

Nocturnal creatures are hard to pinpoint,
but there are clues. If your lawn is ravaged and
covered with feces, the trouble goes beyond rat-
tled garbage cans. Just the feces of raccoons is
troublesome, said Bill Dowd, president and
founder of Humane Wildlife Control.
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